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From Streets to Hope - Rehabilitation of Beggars in Jammu and Kashmir

Dr. Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit
Free-lance Journalist, Writer &

Cartoonist
(dixitpatrakar@yahoo.in)

Beggary has become a
significant social issue in
Jammu, the most populous
district in the state. Despite
being an offence under the
Jammu and Kashmir
Prevention of Beggary Act
1960, begging continues to be
prevalent at public places,
especially near places of

worship, streets, and
roadsides, causing
inconvenience to the public.
Jammu and Kashmir has
identified 1,303 individuals
engaged in begging under the
Centre's Support for
Marginalised Individuals for
Livelihood and Enterprise
(SMILE-B) scheme, with 462
of them rehabilitated through
various interventions.

The act of begging not only
exploits the individual but also
has a profound impact on
society as a whole. While it
may evoke feelings of
sympathy and encourage
individuals to introspect about
their responsibilities towards
the needy, it also perpetuates
a cycle of dependency and
social inequality. Beggars,
often seen pestering people at
traffic signals and public
areas, are frequently involved
in organized crime, including
pickpocketing and theft.
Women and children,
particularly from the Rohingya
community, are increasingly

being exploited for begging,
with some even renting babies
to elicit sympathy. This has
become a potential threat to
public safety, with reports of
pickpocketing and
harassment.

The deserving cases, such
as the crippled, lame, deaf,
dumb, blind, or handicapped,
are few and far between.
Many beggars are young and
able-bodied, exploiting the
sympathy of others for
personal gain. The
administration must take
stringent action to curb this
menace and make the district
more citizen-friendly. The use
of children in begging is
particularly alarming, with
kids as young as six being
forced into this trade. The lack
of strong laws and
government-run juvenile
homes has exacerbated the
problem. It is imperative that
the administration takes
immediate action to
rehabilitate these children and
prosecute those involved in

pushing them into begging.
There is no specific data

on the number of beggars in
Jammu and Kashmir over the
last 5 years, however, it is
worth noting that the practice
of begging has grown
noticeably in the region, driven
by diverse motivations,
including poverty,
unemployment, and family
responsibilities. It is nice that
the government has launched
initiatives like the SMILE
scheme to address this issue,
focusing on rehabilitation,
reintegration, and
empowerment of beggars.
Srinagar has become the first
district in Jammu and Kashmir
to implement the SMILE
scheme, with plans to expand
it to other districts like Reasi.
The SMILE (Support for
Marginalised Individuals for
Livelihood and Enterprise)
scheme is making significant
strides in Jammu and Kashmir,
with 1,303 individuals
identified and 462
rehabilitated so far. The

scheme focuses on providing
shelter, food, skil l
development, and livelihood
opportunities to marginalized
individuals, including beggars
and transgender persons. The
SMILE Scheme covers
Rehabilitation and
Reintegration: Providing
shelter homes and vocational
training to help individuals
become self-sufficient,
Offering training in trades like
boutique work, tailoring, and
bulb-making, focusing on
social reintegration and well-
being of marginalized
individuals and being
implemented in 181 cities
across 32 states and union
territories, with Srinagar
being the first district in
Jammu and Kashmir to roll it
out. The scheme has shown
promising results, with many
beggars expressing willingness
to give up begging if provided
with adequate work skills and
support. A stringent law is
needed to deal with this issue,
and efforts should be made to
provide support and
rehabilitation to those in need.
The administration must work
towards creating a safer and
more supportive environment
for all citizens, and it is crucial
that we address this social evil
to create a more equitable
society. (B-15 Jyoti-Kalash
Society, Jodhpur Tekra,
Satellite, Ahmedabad - 380
015)

Girnar Ropeway ticket price reduced by Rs. 69
Girnar, Girnar Ropeway

has made an important and
joyful announcement for the
devotees regarding the
upcoming Mahashivratri fair in
Junagadh. It has been decided
to reduce the ropeway ticket
rates so that lakhs of devotees
coming during the fair can
easily have darshan of Girnar
Mahadev. Ropeway ticket
price reduced by Rs.69

?As per the decision taken
by the Girnar Ropeway
Management, the ticket price
of the ropeway has been
reduced by Rs. 69. Till now the
ticket price was Rs. 699, it will
now be available for just Rs.
630 on the occasion of the holy
festival of Mahashivratri. Due
to this concessional rate, the
burden on the pockets of
common devotees will be

reduced from February 11 to
15. Devotees will benefit from
February 11 to 15. This
reduction in ticket prices will
be effective for a limited time.
This reduced price will be
applicable for a total of five
days from February 11 to 15.
During this period, thousands
of devotees coming to the fair
will be able to take advantage
of this facility.

Devotees visiting Girnar
Ropeway feel immense joy.

Lakhs of devotees throng
the Mahashivratri fair every
year. The ropeway is a
blessing for the elderly and
children who are unable to
climb the stairs of Girnar. This
public interest decision taken
by the administration is
causing immense joy among
the devotees visiting Girnar.
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„wshkŒ NCC™e yux nku{ ‚uhu{™e

„ktÄe™„h{kt ÞkuòE
„ktÄe™„h yu[.yku

{wÏÞ{tºke ©e ¼q…uLÿ …xu÷u
rËÕne ¾kŒu «ò‚¥kkf rËð‚™e

…huz{kt ¼k„ ÷E™u „wshkŒ™wt ™k{
hkuþ™ fh™khk NCC fuzuxT‚™w t
‚L{k™ „ktÄe™„h{kt ÷kuf¼ð™

¾kŒu ÞkuòÞu÷e yux nku{ ‚uhu{™e{kt

fÞwO nŒwt.
™ðe rËÕne ¾kŒu ykÞkursŒ

«rŒrcŒ rh…rç÷f z u f uB…

(RDC)2026{kt hkßÞ™w t
‚V¤Œk…qðof «rŒr™rÄíð fÞko …Ae
„wshkŒ NCC rh…rç÷f z u

frLxsLx 30 òLÞwykheyu
y{ËkðkË …hŒ ykðe Au.

yk frLxsLxyu fuB… Ëhr{Þk™

ÞkuòÞu÷e rðrðÄ hk»xÙeÞ MŒh™e
«ð]r¥kyku{kt ¼k„ ÷eÄku y™u rþMŒ,
Œk÷e{ y™u fk{„ehe™k Wå[Œ{

Äkuhýku™u ò¤ðe hkÏÞk, Œu™kÚke
„wshkŒ™u „kihð y™u ‚L{k™ {éÞk
Au.

©e ¼q…uLÿ …xu÷u NCC Akºkku™u

«uhýk yk…Œkt sýkÔÞw t nŒw t fu,
NCC {kºk ‚tMÚkk ™rn, …ý yufŒk
y™u y™wþk‚™ ‚kÚku™e ykËþo
Sð™þi÷e þe¾ðŒe …kXþk¤k Au.

y™wþk‚™ rð™k ÔÞrõŒ yk„¤ ðÄe

þfŒe ™Úke y™u y™wþk‚™ rð™k
hk»xÙ …ý «„rŒ fhe þfŒwt ™Úke.

yk ‚{khkun{kt {wÏÞ{tºke©e™k
nMŒu 9 fuzuxT‚™u ‚rxorVfux ykuV
yuõ‚u÷L‚ yu™kÞŒ fhkÞk nŒk

Œu{s fuzux s™o÷-2026™wt rð{ku[™
fhðk{kt ykÔÞwt nŒwt. yk W…hktŒ Ëh
ð»k u o  Þk uòŒe NCC™e rðrðÄ

«ð]r¥kyku{kt Wíf]ü «Ëþo™ {kxu yk
ð»k u o  „wshkŒ™w t  RLxh „ú w…
[urB…Þ™rþ… ƒu™h NCC

hksfkux™u y…oý fhðk{kt ykÔÞwt
nŒwt.

{wÏÞ{tºke©eyu {uz÷-‚rxorVfux
{u¤ð™khk ‚ki fuzuxT‚™u yr¼™tË™
yk…Œkt fÌk w f u, ðzk«Äk™ ©e
™huLÿ¼kE {kuËeyu …ý ƒk¤…ýÚke

s yufŒk y™u y™wþk‚™™k …kX
þeÏÞk Au, Œu{kt NCC™wt Þku„Ëk™
hÌkwt Au. NCC yuðwt ‚t„X™ Au su
Ëuþ™k Þwðk™ku™u ykí{rðïk‚,
rþMŒ, ‚tðuË™þe÷Œk y™u hk»xÙ
«Úk{™k ¼kð ‚kÚku ‚þõŒ ƒ™kðu

Au. ðzk«Äk™©e …ý ykðk ‚uðk y™u

‚{…oý ¼kðÚke Ëuþ™wt ™uŒ]íð fhe
hÌkk nkuðk™wt Œu{ýu sýkÔÞwt nŒw.

Œu{ýu ðÄw{kt fÌkwt fu, NCC

fuzuxT‚u {kºk …huz „úkWLz{kt ™net,
…htŒw ‚{ks‚uðk{kt …ý sðkƒËkhe
r™¼kðe Au. yk…r¥k™k ‚{Þu

‚nkÞ, MðåAŒk yr¼Þk™,
…Þkoðhý ‚thûký, hõŒËk™ suðk
ûkuºkku{kt Œu{™e ¼qr{fk «þt‚™eÞ Au.

Œu{ýu sýkÔÞwt fu NCC fuzuxT‚
…kuŒk™k ðŒo™, Þwr™Vk u{ o,
‚{Þ…k÷™ y™u Vhs «íÞu™e

r™ck îkhk ‚{ks™u rþMŒ™ku W¥k{

…rh[Þ yk…u Au.

{wÏÞ{tºke©eyu ðÄw{kt W{uÞwO fu,
NCC ðzk«Äk™©e™k 'yuf

¼khŒ, ©uc ¼khŒ'™k {tºk™u
[rhŒkÚk o  fh u Au. ßÞkhu ‚{„ú

¼khŒ{ktÚke Þwðk™ku yuf‚kÚku Œk÷e{
÷u Au, rzÙ÷ fhu Au y™u hk»xÙæðs ™e[u
Q¼k hnu Au, íÞkhu yk ¼kð ðÄw
{sƒqŒ ÚkkÞ Au.

„wshkŒ™k NCC fuz ux T‚ u
rh…rç÷f zu, fŒoÔÞ …Úk …h …huz,
„kzo ykuV yku™h, «Äk™{tºke hu÷e
y™u ‚ktMf]rŒf fkÞo¢{ku{kt hkßÞ™wt
™k{ Wò„h fÞwO Au. yk r‚rØyku™k
{q¤{kt {kºk «rŒ¼k ™Úke, …htŒw
yrðhŒ rþMŒ, xe{ðfo y™u yufŒk
nkuðk™wt {wÏÞ{tºke©eyu sýkÔÞwt nŒwt.

{wÏÞ{tºke©eyu sýkÔÞw t  f u,
yu™.‚e.‚e. {kºk fq[ fuðe heŒu
fhðe yu þe¾ðŒe ‚tMÚkk ™Úke.
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